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Mobile communication for Drone flying beyond visual line of sight
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Abstract

Recently, the introduction of drones has been attracting attention as one of the means to improve work efficiency
and optimization of CAPEX/OPEX. To enhance the application of drones to the beyond visual line of sight
(BVLOS), wide-area, high-speed and large-capacity wireless communication network is required as a means of
continuous communication between the drones and the ground stations. Utilizing existing land mobile
communication network which is already deployed nation-wide can be one of the most promising scenarios
concerning the speed and the cost of the network deployment in the air. NTT DOCOMO is conducting nation-wide
field tests, international standardization and research and development on "Cellular Drone", which can communicate
with ground stations via mobile networks such as LTE.





